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Major Philatelic Publisher In Trouble?
By Lloyd A. de Vries

Amos Media, the largest philatelic media publisher in the U.S., appears to be having financial difficulties. Amos
publishes the Scott Postage Stamp Catalogs, Linn's Stamp News and Scott Stamp Monthly, as well as publications

for other hobbies.

In a discussion in The Stamp Collecting Forum started by veteran philatelic writer Ken Lawrence in early October,
readers revealed they had not received their printed copies of Monthly for several months and columnists for
both that magazine and Linn's reported receiving no payments for their articles since June. [Disclosure: I am a
Linn's columnist who has not been paid since June.] In addition, printed editions of the Scott catalogues that
were due for release on or after September 1 were on back-order, with no date of delivery, and remained so at

the end of 2024. Digital editions are available.

Printed editions of Coin World magazine, also pub-
lished by Amos, also were not available, according to
a post on a coin collectors forum.

In early December, Amos Media advised print sub-
scribers via email that printing of SSM would resume
with the December issue and the catalogues would
be shipped in early 2025. The company blamed a
"business dispute" with its printer that had been re-
solved.

The problems with the printed copies of SSM follow
a disturbing pattern. Abruptly in mid-August, Linn's
Stamp News announced it
was immediately halting the
printing of its weekly news-
paper with the current issue,
and it and future issues
would only be available
online. The announcement
said SSM would continue to
be printed and mailed to
subscribers who had chosen that option. However,
the September issues failed to arrive in mailboxes.

In reply to an email query from The Virtual Stamp
Club, Amos Media chairman Rick Amos apologized
for the lack of communication with readers.

"We've had an issue with our printer and several
times over the past month we thought it had been re-
solved. It now has and Scott Stamp Monthly will re-
turn soon," he wrote "We are waiting for the date in
which the December issue will be mailed to
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subscribers. Once we do the dates will be published
on our website and sent via email to our subscribers."

Yes, This Issue Is Late
See the President's message on page 2.

He did not address the problems with the catalogues,
which was included in The VSC's inquiry.

Amos is the only person listed in the "Our Team" sec-
tion of the Amos Media website, and his biography
there is outdated: It says he is also president of an-
other company, which he
left more than ten years ago.
On LinkedIn he describes
himself as a "serial entrepre-
neur" and both his current
ventures and his residence
are in the Chicago area,
about 250 miles from the
headquarters of Amos Me-
dia in Sidney, Ohio. One wonders at how involved
he is in running Amos Media.

Although Amos told The VSC in that November 22
email that "no decision has been made yet if we will
still print the October and November issues," an
email to subscribers in early December said those is-
sues, plus September 2024, would not be printed.
Print subscribers will have their subscriptions ex-
tended and advertisers will receive at 30% credit to-
ward future advertising but not a refund. The ads did

(continued on page 2)



We're Late, We're Late,
for a Very Important Date

The President's Message
By Lloyd A. de Vries

We're late for publishing this newsletter. Please ac-
cept our apologies. This is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion and sometimes "real life" insists taking center
stage.

Or it may be a case of burn-out. Organized Philately
— most volunteer organizations, in fact — find com-
petent people and then pile one job after another on
them. They may be able to juggle all those balls for a
while, but eventually some or all are dropped.

Please be kind to me, or at least my work here: I con-
sider myself a "radio guy," although my professional
career included television and the internet. No print,
though, other than for philatelic publications.

Checking Our Prints

At the Council meeting during Great American
Stamp Show, we voted to discontinue printed sub-
scriptions to The Philatelic Communicator. Only 14
members were still paying extra to receive a "hard
copy" of this journal, and it was becoming too expen-
sive in both time and money to print and mail. Any
member, of course, can print out a copy of TPC. (In
fact, you can print out 63 copies of TPC.)

I personally find it hard to believe that any currently-
active writer or editor in this third decade of the 21st
century is unable to open a .pdf file.

Amos Troubles, continued
appear in the digital edition.

"We are pleased to announce that the Scott Stamp

il

Monthly December issue will be
mailed during the week of De-
cember 16th," said the message,
signed "The Linn's and Scott
Team." "Furthermore, the Scott
Specialized and Classic cata-
logues will be mailed sometime
in January and February 2025."
The message was repeated on the editorial page of
the December issue of SSM.

Subscribers began receiving the magazine on Decem-
ber 24.

"Issues with suppliers" are often the suppliers' un-
willingness to provide the product or service without
getting paid. "If this were a book, we’d be looking at

Chapter 11," commented collector Lawrence Sher-
man on The Virtual Stamp Club's message board.

In late December,
Brookman Stamp
Co. advertised an
alternative to the
Scott Specialized via
an email sent by
the American
Stamp Dealers As-
sociation: "Are you
STILL waiting for the Scott US Specialized Catalog?"
was the subject line of the email.

Still waiting for the Scott Specialized catalog?

You can get the 2025 Brookman Price Guide NOWT

The Scott books are the major catalogues for stamp
collectors in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. The first
Scott catalogue was a 21-page pricelist in 1886 by
New York City stamp dealer John Walter Scott. Scott
Publishing was acquired by Amos in 1984 and the
operations moved to Sidney, Ohio, near Dayton. To-
day, the catalogue is six volumes plus related spe-
cialty catalogues and thousands of pages and costs
nearly $700 from the Amos website (list price
$1,034.92).

The major catalogue publisher for British Common-
wealth issues, Stanley Gibbons, also has been in fi-
nancial trouble, reorganizing in December 2023 to
relieve itself of a debt burden.

Treasurer's Report
Since the beginning of 2024, we have signed up 14
new members:

2090  Stephen B. Paceti
2091 Andrew S. Kelley
2092  Scott T. Ney

2093  Frederick Lutt

2094 Edward D. Cahoon
2095 Harold Krische
2096 Colin G. Fraser
2097  Jeff Stage

2098 Francois M. Steichen
2099 Steven Vastola
2100 Nester C Nufiez
2101 Michael L. Wilson
2102 Michael Bloom
2103  Cynthia L. Scott

We have collected dues and purchased mailing sup-
plies so our bank balance is now $3,981.48.

Respectfully,
Alan Barasch, Secretary-Treasurer
Secretary@WU30.org



