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The Editor’s Wish List for 1988 — An Update

On the front page of the last issue (first quarter 88) I asked Joe Frye
to print my vision for The PC; also, on page 10, in the article ‘“Market-
ing Philatelic Literature to Non-Philatelic Audiences”, I asked a member
in the New York City metro area to check out the newsstand in the Pan
Am building near the entrance to Grand Central Station for a report on
what philatelic magazines were stocked, including those of foreign origin.

Evidently we have the world’s most unresponsive readership or my re-
quests and vision are too unattainable for anyone to offer help or even
reply. What is wrong here? How can I or anyone else improve The PC
alone? This is supposed to be a cooperative venture, a medium for self-
help, a means to improve philatelic communication. Yet within our own
organization we are not communicating. I kid you not. If the member-
ship does not start to help the Unit’s officers and editor, there won’t be
a Unit for much longer.

Can it be that the members think we have no useful purpose? If so, I
have many purposes for my abilities meager though they may be. Why
should I waste my time editing, why should Joe Frye take time from his
busy business to produce this publication, why should George Griffenhagen
take such meticulous care of the records and finances in spite of his inter-
national professional obligations, why should Bob de Violini drum up
new members, why should John Hotchner bother to let us in on his “20
Secrets”, if no one cares?

The above represents my personal view of the situation. Perhaps the
others mentioned have different views. If so, they are more than welcome
to air them here. Somehow we have to get off dead center. If I am not
giving the members what they want in an affiliate journal, let them
come forward with another candidate for editor. I'll be delighted to re-
linquish the job.

Barbara R. Mueller

Barbara invited me to add whatever I wished to her remarks above in this
issue, but I feel she has stated the case quite clearly. Just in case, I have run her ‘Update’
in maximum-size boldface (as opposed to the half-size lightface in last issue). Joe F. Frye
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Twenty Secrets of High Productivity
by John M. Hotchner

It is no secret that I'm involved in philately up to
my chin. Sometimes I step into a hole and briefly feel
in danger of drowning. But 95% of the time, philately
is for me a rumpled suit in which I feel very comfort-
able, if not always attractive to the critics.

In visiting shows, corresponding, working in organi-
zations, a theme thrown at me repeatedly is: “I don’t
understand how you do so much.” That is an implied
question and one that is difficult to answer in the ten
to fifteen seconds that human beings allot to one an-
other before the “Why doesn’t the egomaniac cut it
short!” tape automatically comes on in the brain of
the listener.

I usually say that I enjoy the work and so long as
it’s fun, I’ll continue.

That satisfies convention, but really speaks to the
“why” rather than the “how”, which is what was
asked.

I’m going to use this forum to answer ‘“how”, be-
cause I believe that “how” is a very important question.

Almost all of us would like to be more productive
toward achieving a happy mix of self-satisfaction, for-
tune and/or fame.

Here are my “secrets”, broken down into “thought
processes” and “work habits and milieu.” In the first
category:

1. Define your objective. When I’m aiming at an end
I understand and believe in, I have more energy than I
would have predicted.

2. Force yourself to do what you need to do even it
it’s uncomfortable. I cannot afford to fall behind, so I
often answer letters, work ahead on a deadline, etc.,
when it might be more a) “fun” to go to a movie, b)
comfortable to take a snooze, or c) easy to find some
other consumer of time than to do the difficult, un-
pleasant or boring task at hand.

3. Learn to say “no”. I can’t do everything I'd like
to do, let alone what other people would like me to do.
So I ask two questions: a) Is this important to me? b)
Am I the only one qualified to do it? The answers to
both can be “yes” and I'll still not accept if the time
drain doesn’t fit the benefits.

4. Listen to your emotions. Much of what I write
comes from a realization that some event pleases or an-
gers me, or piques my curiosity. Not only does this
give me constantly fresh material to explore but I be-
lieve that the resulting emotional content of my
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writing makes it more provocative and entertaining
than the dry recitation of facts I might otherwise pro-
duce.

5.  Pick your battles carefully. Not every war is worth
fighting. I waste little time or energy fighting things or
people I can’t change.

6. Set reasonable deadlines. I allow myself a great
deal of freedom by giving myself more time than I
think I’ll need before someone expects something
from me. I’m rarely in the position of having to forego
progress on projects B through G because I have to
“crash” on project A. To do so wastes energy and
fouls up my flow.

7. Read and listen. Most of us spend our time con-
structing rebuttals instead of drinking in the informa-
tion that comes our way. 90% of the creativity I get
compliments on is no more than hearing and adapting
old thoughts to new sets of circumstances.

8. Be satisfied with imperfection. A third rewrite
may be important on your draft last will and testament.
If I get to a third revision of something I wrote, I am
wasting precious time on improvements that are mar-
ginal or unimportant. So I am predisposed to ‘close it
out and move on.’

9.  Assure regeneration time. If I work too hard on
one project or subject area, my brain eventually turns
to fuzzballs. I need a range of subjects, each of which
tends to help me gain perspective on others. I sleep
less than the average person, but when I need extra,

I don’t begrudge myself the time. Sometimes the cir-
cuits just need time to cool!

10. Believe in your abilities. As well-worn as this
thought is, it is full of wisdom: Refuse to answer any
question with a sentence beginning ““I can’t . ..” You
may not want to; you may not believe you have the
time; you may be frightened that you will embarrass
yourself. I have felt all these things, but I know that

I can do anything I set my mind to.

Let’s turn to work habits and milieu:

1.  Match the type of work you have to do to the
best possible time for it. It takes me two to three
times longer to write an article when I'm tired or dis-
tracted than when I'm fresh. I can do light reading in
a car or in a lunch line. Going over an APS circuit or
making up a club exchange book is perfect busy work
for late night TV watching.

2. Don’t waste your 24 hours. Every minute is pre-
cious to me. I respect those minutes because they

quickly become quarter and half hours. I’ve trained
(Continued on page 20.)
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On C hoosing the Write Word (Continued from page 14.)

examples. Refer to that list as you prepare an article,
and make corrections as you go along. Also make addi-
tions to the list as you find new troublesome areas.

Make it easy on the reeder; proofreed what you
right and see that you get it write before it gets into
print. Then have sum won else proof it, and question
you about any word that doesn’t look quite write in
the contest in witch it is used. That will help assure
that it is oll korrect. OK?

B. de V.

A Proposal to Enhance Literature Visibility
at Stamp Shows

To continue to help the growth of interest in phila-
telic literature, I ask you all to encourage shows (of
any size) that you have any connection with to begin
at least a literature table for the display of philatelic
publications (other than the give-away copies of the
weekly press). This would not be a competitive exhib-
it, but rather a display to show what is available to col-
lectors beyond the three weeklies, and the Scott,
Brookman, and Harris catalogs.

This table would display currently available publica-
tions — society journals, handbooks, specialized cata-
logs, etc. It should also have at least a flyer that lists
the addresses to write for information, if not order
forms, for visitors to use.

Consideration should be given to means of avoiding
confusion among visitors as to which items are being
given away (such as free copies of the weeklies, back
issues of periodicals, or outdated catalogs), and what
items are part of the special literature exhibit.

Initially, some of the material may need to come
from club members’ own libraries, but as this grows
from year to year, authors, editors, publishers, and
other sources can be contacted to see if they would
participate in an exhibit that would give greater expo-
sure of their work among the collectors at the show. A
fee (perhaps $5.00 per item) could be charged to help
take care of the club’s expenses.

Those who provide material for this display would
be asked (but not required) to donate the display copy
of their publication to the sponsoring club’s library, or
specify a library for such a donation. He or she would
get a certificate and letter of thanks, show program,
set of cachets, or other “thank-you” items as may be
appropriate. Some feedback as to how the item was
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received by the show attendees would also be good to
provide.

With time, and refinement of procedure, this means
of enhancing literature awareness could be adopted by
many shows across the country.

Your suggestions and ideas on this subject will be
welcome.

Bob de Violini

Writers Hall of Fame Inductees Extend Their Thanks
by Bob de Violini

Unfortunately, neither Felix Ganz nor Allen Kerr
was able to be at the Writers Unit Breakfast when their
induction into the Writers Hall of Fame was announced.
Felix was at the exhibition, but had to leave Saturday
evening; Allen was laid low with a case of bronchitis.

I was able to contact Felix Saturday before he left,
and privately presented him with his plaque and a copy
of the citation. Allen’s plaque and citation were mailed
to him following the show. Responses have been received
from both new Hall of Fame members.

Felix indicated that he was completely surprised and
delighted by receipt of the citation and plaque. His let-
ter said, ““As a result of this honor bestowed on me, I
have been fired up to author three short philatelic ob-
servations for three different papers in three different
countries (France, Germany, and the U.S.).”

He continues, “There lingers the question, of course,
whether or not I was worthy of and entitled to this
most flattering award for which I thank you (and who-
ever else had a hand in making it happen) most cordially
and happily. But I shall not argue the merits or demer-
its, and instead accept it with glee! I have found a very
good place to hang the plaque in our stamp room.”

Allen Kerr’s letter advises of the negative effects of
the bronchitis, and noted that although he thinks the
worst is over, his diet *“ . . . seems to be restricted to
an enormous variety and color of pills.”

To the Writers Unit, he said;, ‘“Thank you and the
organization for which you speak for the honor be-
stowed on me by induction into the Hall of Fame of
our Society. It is truly appreciated, a capstone of my
philatelic career; the plaque will be mounted for all to
see. . . . My thanks to you and all who had a part in the
selection process for this signal honor.”

We are pleased to be able to honor these two out-
standing practicioners of the writing craft.

B. de V.
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1988 Writers Unit Hall of Fame Honorees (Continued from page 16.)

of Switzerland, he also translates articles to and from
English, German, and French. In the recently released
cumulative index of the journals and newsletters of the
American Swiss philatelic organizations 1938-1985, the
work of Dr. Felix Ganz fills six pages. Finally, he also
serves the hobby as an APS accredited judge in the phil-
atelic and literature classes and is a member of the APS
Expertizing Committee.

Therefore, Writers Unit 30 of the American Philatelic
Society is honored to induct Dr. Felix Ganz into its
Hall of Fame.

Allen D. Kerr

Our second nominee finds his philatelic challenges
in Asia. Allen D. Kerr of Austin, TX has been a career
army officer, a State Department linguist, and a profes-
sor at Catholic University in Washington, DC, where he
compiled the first complete dictionary of the Lao lan-
guage. A stamp collector since the age of six, he has
concentrated on Far Eastern countries, where he has
traveled and studied extensively.

These specialties have led him to write over a thou-
sand philatelic articles for the general press as well as
such specialty journals as the China Clipper. As first
president of the Society of Indo-China Philatelists, he
wrote at least one article for every issue of the first ten
years of its journal. His four-part handbook, The Local
Overprinted Stamps of Manchuria 1945-47, is the stan-
dard reference. One of his theses for his masters degree
from Johns Hopkins University was published in the
1959 American Philatelic Congress Book as “The De-
velopment of the Postal System of the Chinese People’s
Republic, 1927-1949”. The section on the postal issues
of the People’s Republic of China in the Scott cata-
logues is his work, also.

Active in local and state philatelic activities, Mr. Kerr
received the Distinguished Philatelic Texan Award in
1987. As an exhibitor he has won numerous awards on
subjects from the postal history of Tibet to orchids on
stamps. The latter reflects his other avocational inter-
est, and he has had some fifty articles published in the
American Orchid Society Bulletin.

Therefore, Writers Unit 30 of the American Philatelic
Society is pleased to add to Allen D. Kerr’s plaudits
induction into its Hall of Fame.

Robert de Violini

COPY IS NEEDED FOR NEXT AND SUBSEQUENT ISSUES!
Follow Bob de Violini’s suggestion — produce & forward some!
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“’Getting Down to Close-up Photography’
by Jim Felton

(The following practical discussion of philatelic photography
appeared first in Beaver Chatter, the newsletter of the Prairie
Beaver Chapter of the British North American Philatelic Society
and the Texas Philatelic Association. It was reprinted in The
Texas Philatelist, November/December 1987, and is repeated
here courtesy of Janet King Fohn, editor of TTP.)

Sooner or later
every collector
needs a photograph
of some especially
nice stamp or can-
cel. The small size
of the subject
means getting close,
but most cameras
won't focus at a
distance less than
two feet. At that
distance you can
hardly tell if the
stamp is in focus or
not, because it is
so small. Recently,

I learned of some inexpensive ways around this dilemma
which will bring close-up photography within your grasp.

The first issue: getting closer to the subject and being
in focus. There are many alternatives, some of which can

Print from my first roll
of Ilford XP1 film.

be very expensive. There is a $20 solution — close-up lenses

that screw onto your normal lens, just like filters. These
lenses allow you to focus closer than you could before
adding them, so that you are dealing with focal lengths

_of inches rather than feet.

The close-up lenses come in different diameters and
you must use the size matching your lens. Look at the
front of your camera lens for the numbers next to the
symbol “Q)” representing diameter; not to be confused
with the focal length of the lens. A typical diameter is
49 mm. I have seen the Hoya brand of close-up lenses
available as a set of three, sold in such stores as K-Mart
and J. C. Penney, as well as in photo stores.

Now you're closer, within inches of the stamp. Next,
you'll find you need to keep the camera still so that you
don’t blur the picture due to camera motion. The answer
is a tripod. If you don’t have one, you might consider
a mini-tripod to set on a tabletop, pointing the camera
downward. There are some nice tripods available for
less than $20. I have the Slik model 500G. You will

(Continued on page 24.)
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Legendary Philatelic Printer Retires

(Reprinted from France & Colonies Philatelist, Oct. 1987,
courtesy R. G. Stone, Editor.)

Harlan Miller Says Farewell

It is sad for me to report that genial printer-man,
Harlan Miller of Lawrence, KS, has had to give up doing
the Philatelist after this year, almost 25 years since he
began with it. He has kept on for some time in face of
increasing difficulties — not only his age and decreasing
energy but his old obsolete linotype equipment is
breaking down and parts and expert repair men are hard
to find. It has been amazing to us what he can get out
of that old “junk”. Since we began in 1964, working
with Harlan has been most agreeable. He has been a
stamp collector since school days and for a long time
has printed numerous other philatelic journals. With
that background Harlan was always understanding of
our problems and accommodating. We have had some
tricky and large extra jobs which he handled with
aplomb, sandwiched in between his regular work. Only
someone with his easy-going+ personality and good
humor could put up with us. His old shop is loaded
with dusty accumulations of old type, his collection
of dime novels, old books, barbed wire, and other
“collectibles”, all “antiques” of course. We cannot
overlook the help of his wife, Frances, who not only
maintained the address plates and the mail-out, but
assisted in other jobs around the shop. Harlan was not,
(he says) an assiduous student but he has read a lot
and seen quantities of stuff in “print”; with his ex-
perience and natural intelligence he has often caught
errors in our copy. We could always leave a lot of de-
tails in make-up to his judgment and not worry about
how it would come out.

We wish the Millers continuing happiness in their
travels and with their children.

R. G. Stone

If you can find an empty meter spot in front of 821
Vermont Street you can visit cherub Miller’s Print
Shop. The window displays an expected assortment of
memo pads and printing samples. But there is also a
selection of stamps, 25 different U.S. commems for $1,
that invite philatelists inside.

The friendly proprietor will come up front, wiping
ink on a rag, and inquire how he may be of assistance.
A little conversation may elicit that in addition to
print work in Lawrence, for years he has printed a good
many philatelic journals as attested by the many
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plaques and awards on the walls. Reminiscing on the
Depression days, Harlan might even admit that he did
some work for barter and still has the swap material

in inventory. The story of M.P.S. precancels will enter-
tain you. .

It’s been a pleasure to know Harlan as our printer, a
friend in philately, and the proprietor of the curiosity
shop on Vermont.

John Lievsay

FINALE FROM THE
MILLER PRINT SHOP

After considerable “soul searching” I have decided
it is time for me to quit printing the France and Colo-
nies Philatelist. At the age of 73 and with 60 years in
the printing trade, I need to slow up a little more. I can
no longer guarantee that I could print another volume,
so now is a good time to stop with the end of this one.

And with equipment, some older than I (I know the
linotype dates to 1912!) I can not guarantee it will be
usable for any great length of time.

Years ago, when letterpress printers were plentiful,
and equipment parts (as well as those who could install
them), I had no doubts that any magazine we printed
(and there were a lot) would be out when scheduled.

I have always been proud of the fact I always got our
magazines out on time. I can no longer be sure to do that.

Few printers now know anything about letterpress.
We have the only letterpress shop in Lawrence. Seminars
in Kansas City have sent groups to our shop; we were
on a short segment of news over a Topeka TV station
— quote “he has a museum”! Experts who could repair
linotypes are, for the most part, deceased or retired.
Equipment might (and has been) “down” for a week
or more at a time — certainly not conducive for pub-
lishing with its deadlines.

So, after some 23 years, I must, with my wife Fran-
ces (who has been a most helpful assistant on the Phi-
latelist and many others) say goodbye, wishing the
best for the Philatelist, the Society, and the many
friends I have made in connection with it.

Harlan W. Miller

Short and Simple — One Word Can Substitute
for a Wordy Phrase

Instead of “In the event of . . .”, try: “if”’;
“It is our opinion . . .”, “we feel”;
“In view of the Fact .. .”, “as”.
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Literature Exhibition Awards at COLOPEX ‘88

Category A — Handbooks & Special Studies

GRAND AWARD — American Philatelic Congress Book,
Barbara R. Mueller, Editor.

RESERVE GRAND AWARD — Chu Kwang Tower Issues,
Donald R. Alexander, author.

American Philatelic Congress Book, Barbara R. Mueller,
editor. Gold

Canada, The Admiral Flaws, H. Reiche, publisher.

Bronze

Catalog of Olympic Labels 1894 - 1985, Robert J. DuBois,

author. Silver
Chu Kwang Tower Issues of Taiwan, Donald R. Alexander,
author. Vermeil

Congress Books Index, Kathleen Wolsiffer, compiler.
Silver

Guides|Tips Handbook for Production of Show/Bourse Pro-
grams, C. M. Burnett, author.
Silver-Bronze
Hoster Machine Cancels: Background to the First Effective
Rapid-Cancelling Machine in Germany 1885-1887,
Jerry H. Miller, author.  Bronze.
Michel Deutschland-Spezial Katalog: An English Translation of
the Plebescite Section, Dr. J. D. Neefus, author.
Silver- Bronze
Munich Exchange Control Office 1918-1923, R. Pizer, author.
Silver-Bronze.

Norwegian Exile Mail 1940-1945, George B. Koplowitz,
publisher, Vermeil

Olympex 88, Dale Spiers, edit-or.
Silver

A Study of Haiti’s 20 Centime Lithographed Stamp of 1895
and Plating Guide, P. C. Jeannapoulos, author.
Vermeil
Watermarks in Postage Stamp Paper, L. E. Repeta, author.
Vermeil

Category B — Philatelic Periodicals

GRAND AWARD - Postal History Journal, Emnst M. Cohn,

Editor.
RESERVE GRAND AWARD — The Posthorn, Scandinavian

Collectors Club, publisher.

Calgary STAMPede, Dale Spiers, editor.
Silver

Chesstamp Review, Russ Ott, editor.
Silver-Bronze

The China Clipper, Donald R. Alexander, editor.
Vermeil

Civil Censorship Study Group Bulletin, Regis Hoffman, editor.
Silver

The Philatelic Communicator, APS Writers Unit 30, Second Quarter, 1988

The Columbian, Dr. Jason H. Manchester, editor,
Vermeil

The Heliograph, Western Postal History Museum, publisher,
Silver

Ice Cap News, Russ Ott, editor.
Vermeil

Inflation Study Group Bulletin, Diana Manchester, editor,
Silver

Mexicana, Carl LeMar John, publisher,
Vermeil

The Obliterator, Nicholas Shestople, editor,
Silver-Bronze

The Petro-Philatelist, Thomas C. Hughes, editor,
Vermeil

Philatelia Chimica et Physica, C. S. Kettler, editor,
Silver
Philippine Philatelic News, R. F. Yacano, editor,

- Silver-Bronze

Philatelically Yours, Phill Mendel, editor,

Bronze

Postal History Joumnal, Ernst M. Cohn, editor,
Gold

The Posthorn, Scandinavian Collectors Club, publishers,
Gold

The Runner Post, A. MacGregor, editor,
Silver

Scalpel & Tongs, Ranes C. Chakravorty, M.D., editor,
Silver-Bronze,

Ukranian Philatelist, Ingert Kuzych, editor,
Bronze

Category C — Columns & Articles

GRAND AWARD - U. S. Notes (Linn’s Stamp News), John
M. Hotchner, author.

RESERVE GRAND AWARD — The World of Stamsps (Provi-
dence Journal-Bulletin), Edward J. Davis, Jr.

The Question Box (First Days), Alan Warren,
Silver

Transfers and Reenmes (The Posthorn), Alan Warren,
Silver-Bronze

U.S. Notes (Linn’s Stamp News), John M. Hotchner,
Vermeil

A view from the Tin (Tin Canner), Larry Benson,
Bronze

The World of Stamps (Providence Journal-Bulletin), Edward J.

Davis, Jr.

Vermeil
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PAPF Provides Initial Funding for
Alvaro Bonilla Lara Award

A phoenix, the mythical bird that burns iteslf on a
funeral pyre and arises from its own ashes in the fresh-
ness of youth, has appeared in the philatelic world, It
will provide the initial funding for the recently-an-
nounced Alvaro Bonilla Lara Award of the Federacion
Interamericana de Filatelia (FIAF). The philatelic
phoenix is the Pan American Philatelic Federation, born
in early 1955 and dying in early 1958 after publishing
26 issues of the Pan American Philatelist, a journal of
Latin American philately.

After its demise (because of inability to find a replacement
editor for its publication), the PAPF refunded 1958 dues to
more than 400 members but wound up with a small treasury
surplus which has been retained over the intervening twenty
years and has grown modestly. In announcing the gift of the
treasury surplus to fund the Alvaro Bonilla Lara Award, the
only surviving PAPF officers, President F. Burton Sellers and
Treasurer Henry O. Feldman, cited Dr. Lara’s outstanding
career as a collector, international judge, and author. They also
noted that Dr. Lara had been the country representative of
Chile to the PAPF during its lifetime and how suitable was this
recognition of his service to the PAPF.

Established in early 1986 by the FIAF, the Lara Award was
created to promote literature on Latin American philately. The
award will comprise a medal and diploma and will be awarded
annually to an outstanding study or book on some aspect of
Latin American collecting. Under the coordination of the FIAF
Vice-President, nominations will be accepted from FIAF mem-
ber federations of literature published during the preceding two
years. The selection of the winner will be made by vote of
FIAF delegates at their annual assembly.

In acknowledging the gift, Dr. Roberto Rosende, FIAF
President, thanked the PAPF for their recognition and generos-
ity and invited any other groups or individuals interested in
promoting Latin American Philatelic literature to add to the
fund. Further details on administration of the award will be
announced shortly by the FIAF. Messrs. Sellers and Feldman
expressed relief that their twenty year custody of the fund
had ended and the phoenix once again had ascended his pyre.
They were pleased that such an appropriate repository had
been found for the PAPF funds.

For further information, contact:

F. Burton Sellers,
12637 Rampart Drive,
Sun City West, AZ 85375.

COPO "Project Newspaper’’ Reaches
7.9 Million Readers

Stephen Edwards Associates (SEA) has announced
that the newspaper column written by Les Winick for
weekly and monthly newspapers under the sponsor-
ship of the Council of Philatelic Organizations (COPO)
has reached a 7.9 million circulation.

Many of the 486 papers print the column on a
space-available basis and do not run it in every issue,
but recent mail indicates a trend by more and more
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papers to run the column, “Stamping Around”, on a
regular schedule.

SEA was able to verify the newspaper names through
reader response to a free offer of a stamp collecting
package consisting of four booklets on various aspects of
the hobby. More than 2,000 readers have written for
these booklets and informed SEA of the name of the
paper in which they read the offer. The names were
then checked against the latest circulation reports for
the individual newspapers. Stephen Neulander, president
of SEA, said that during the week of March 7, 1988, .-
reader response showed that 13 new newspapers were
now running the column. These will be checked for
their circulation and added to the total when the work
is completed.

In addition to the high percentage of response com-
ing from children, or adults writing for children, many
letters are from women and from retired persons want-
ing to know how to start or get back into the hobby of
collecting stamps.

* ¥ X

Larry McInnes on Free Stamp Columns

“Marketing Philatelic Literature to Non-Philatelic
Audiences”, (PC, No. 79) was not only timely, but es-
pecially interesting for me. So was John Hotchner’s
“The Confessions of a Philatelic Writer.”

Les Winick’s COPO column is now published in over
400 publications in the U.S., I believe. As it becomes
more accepted, as no doubt it will, I hope that it does
not meet the fate of a similar column I did in Canada.

In 1983, I was approached by Canada Post Corp. to
write a column that would be provided, camera-ready,
free of charge, to all members of the Canadian Com-
munity Newspapers Association, about 500 weekly
papers in Canada.

At first there was a tremendously negative reaction,
not to the column, which received good reviews, but
to Canada Post paying to provide it. The usual reaction
was, “If you want us to publish it, buy the space.”

The resistance didn’t last. More and more papers
picked up the column, including several daily news-
papers that got “special permission.”

I believe the column was published in some 200
Canadian papers. Certainly my mail (much of it similar
to what John Hotchner receives) indicates so.

Alas, the great paymaster, Canada Post, has fallen
on worse times than it usually falls on, on a continuing
basis. In 1987, there was yet another expensive postal

(Continued on page 30.)
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That Old Bugaboo “Research” (Continued from page 24.)

the state Legislature, and a college administrator says
it might be better appreciated if it were called “‘schol-
arly activity”’. At least research should be defined in
broader terms, said University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire
Chancellor Larry Schnack.

The entire matter has become a political football
because a legislator wants professors to spend less time
on “research’” and more in the classroom. However, de-
pending on a faculty member’s field of study, Schnack
says that scholarly activity can be anything from pre-
paring income tax returns to staging an opera and help-
ing with an archaological dig. “While every faculty
member may not be involved in a major research pro-
ject, every faculty member must be involved in
scholarly activity”, Schnack said.

“Research . . . looking at that world, it’s really edu-
cation”, added Marvin Lang, a chemistry professor.
“The overall process of research is gathering informa-
tion and making decisions. And is that not the edu-
cational process?”

So, how about using the term “‘scholarly activity”
for what philatelic writers and exhibitors do, for
the writing of a paper for the American Philatelic
Congress books, for the delineation of the theme in
a thematic exhibit?

Comments invited.

Barbara R. Mueller

“A" Historian or ““An"" Historian?
Historic or Historical?

The subject of history bulks large in philately. The
words history, historic, historical, and historian are in
constant use in our literature. We are sometimes per-
plexed about the proper article to use before them.
Apropos of this matter was a recent Associated Press
feature by Mike Feinselber, news editor of the AP’s
Washington Bureau.

In it he pointed out President Reagan’s inconsisten-
cy in the use of the articles “a” and “an” before the
word historic. The Public Papers of the Presidents
shows that since taking office, Reagan has used “an
historic” at least 158 times and “‘a historic” at least
12,

Asked to account for this usage, Robert McArtor,
chairman of the Style Board of the Government print-
ing Office, said, “Reagan’s giving away his age. When I
went to school, we said ‘an historic’ too.”” McArtor
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heads the seven-member board that publishes the GPO
Style Manual which tells the government how to spell,
abbreviate, punctuate, and italicize when there’s a le-
gitimate choice.

“It’s Rule 5.176,” said McArtor, reciting it: “The
indefinite article ‘a’ is used before a consonant and an
aspirated ‘h’. ‘An’ is used before a silent ‘h’ and all vow-
els except ‘u’, pronounced as in ‘visual’, and ‘o’, pro-
nounced as in ‘one’.”’

Another expert, Charles Suhor, deputy executive di-
rector of the National Council of Teachers of English
in Urbana, IL, calls it a usage rule. “Traditional, con-
ventional — and now archaic, I'd call it — usage says
‘an historic’ but contemporary usage is ‘a historic’.

A purist would probably say ‘an historic’ but it tends
to sound pretentious in common usage today.”

Aspiration refers to pronouncing a word with the
initial release of breath associated with our letter “h”.
An aspirated word is one that is pronounced with an
initial sound of “h”. As Michael Gartner says, when
you say “Hello, Harry” you have aspirated twice. If
you say, ¢ ‘ello, ‘arry”, you have not aspirated.

To summarize: The article “a” is used before all
words beginning with consonants except those that
start with an unpronounced (unaspirated) “h”. The ar-
ticle “an” is used before all words beginning with an
unaspirated “h” and all words beginning with a vowel
unless that vowel has the sound of a “y” or “w” (a unit,
aone).

Gartner says that people who say “an historic” are
half-aspirated grammarians! In passing, he also notes
the difference between historic and historical:

Historic refers to something that is important in his-
tory; historical refers to something that is merely con-
cerned with history.

And now we wait to hear from our Emeritus Pro-
fessor of History at the University of Miami, Duane
Koenig!

Barbara R. Mueller

WU 30 President Earns Arizona Phoenix Award

The American Philatelist, May 1988 issue, brings the
welcome news that our president, Bob de Violini, has
received the prestigious Phoenix Award of the Arizona
State Philatelic Hall of Fame for 1987, The award
recognizes outstanding services to philately by a non-
resident collector.

Congratulations, Bob! Joe F. Frye
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