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The Editor’s Wish List for 1988
New Project/Direction for Writers Unit 30

Since we changed our name to The Philatelic Communicator to reflect
all aspects of philatelic communication, not just the print media, I feel it
is time to take concrete action on the other media, especially the audio-
visual. Since Ron Mitchell burst on the scene with his “Denver Eagles”
video, nothing much has happened.

I would like to begin a regular feature, written by a member expert,
on technical philatelic photography as well as photo journalism — cover-
age of philatelic events, exhibits, people, etc. As communicators we are
very poorly qualified in the field of photography. There is great room for
improvement, even in the commercial press

Along with emphasis on audm-vlsual cotmmnication, 1 would like to
send up a trial balloon for the institution of a new competitive category,
as used by the Numismatic Literary Guild, for “the best portfolio of
work in several media” in a given time span by one person. Such a port-
folio would consist of, perhaps, a serious study, a light commentary for
the philatelic press, an article or column for the lay press, editorship of
a periodical or book, authorship of a book, a slide program or video, a
lecture, still photography, technical photography, etc. I believe the ex-
istence of such a comprehensive category would stimulate the develop-
ment of more versatile communicators.

All of this will take much time anddlscusaontomxplenmt—
shoot down. Either way, isn’t the PC the vehicle to try this new direction
— and now? We will never achieve anything if we don’t make a start.

On a different note, an idea which is still developing in my mind:
beginning a “member resource” feature to which members can direct
requests for help in writing and research projects; can solicit technical
aid such as in photography, graphic arts, or computer services; can offer
services such as typing, indexing, etc. I envision this on a free basis— no
“advertising” format or charges, no commercial offers of specific prod-
ucts or philatelic material.

Prompt Attention Suggested to These Coming Events

COLOPEX 88, Literature entry deadline March 1st.

Spellman Museum Fair, entry deadline March 18th.

PIPEX 88, Literature entry deadline April 1st.

STaMpsHOW 88, prospectus available now (August).

SESCAL 88, prospectus available now (October).
[See “In This Issue” at right for coverage.]

[ Note: Please be sure your literature event plans are sent to the editor
of this journal as soon as dates are firmly set. Thank you. |

NEVPEX 88 (APS Spring Meeting) Writers Breakfast

The Writers Breakfast at NEVPEX 88 will be held
at 8:30 a.m. Sunday, April 10, 1988, in Room D at the
Pioneer Inn and Casino, 221 South Virginia St., Reno,
Nevada 89501. Tickets are $8.00 per person. Order
from George Griffenhagen, Sec.—Treasurer WU 30,
2501 Drexel St., Vienna, VA 22180.

When ordering tickets please give full name of each
person for whom tickets are intended, and make your
remittance payable to: Writers Unit 30, APS.

No refunds on unused tickets after March 25, 1988.

* % "

If you’d like early information on the Writers Break-
fast at STaMpsHOW 88 in Detroit on August 28, 1988,
send a self-addressed number ten envelope with frank-
ing for one ounce first class or air mail and mark it on
lower left corner ‘Detroit Breakfast’ — send to address
above.

NEVPEX 88 Sleeping Rooms Available

$28 per night single or double occupancy rooms at
the Pioneer Inn and Casino, directly across the street
from show location, available. Form for SAE to Sec.-
Treasurer Griffenhagen at address above this column.
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Confessions of a Philatelic Writer

speech to The United Postal Stationery Society Breakfast
at MIDAPHIL on October 10, 1987.)

by John M. Hotchner

.andy Neil called last Wednesday night and asked
to substitute for him this morning. I immediately
a panic attack. I only dabble in postal stationery
here is nothing I can tell you on that subject.
nstead, I thought I’d talk with you about some of
experiences as a philatelic writer. I began 11 years
writing for Linn’s. And i expected to develop a
:ain mystique. I was being paid and so I thought of
self as a professional. In my view:

- the opinions of professionals become
unassailable;

- the professional should eventually command
glorious sums of money;

- the professional should be besieged by admirers,
and;

- the professional ceases to “sweat” and merely
“perspires”.

‘hat’s how I dreamed it would be.

After 11 years, I must confess that my opinions are

ularly assailed, half the editors I've worked for have

d only enough to cover expenses, a quarter just say

nk you, and the remainder don’t even do that.

’m not besieged — in person or by mail. I have a

tain number of regular critics who engage in that

«ctice simply for sport. And I sweat — especially as

eadline approaches and my muse is on vacation.

[f this doesn’t sound like Graham Green’s position

icription, it isn’t. I and 98% of other philatelic

iters are really amateurs in the sense that we don’t

send upon this enterprise for our livelithood. We

nefit from the effort more than from the paychecks.

The sense of accomplishment I get comes from

ee roles that | commonly take on:

I — Self-appointed Don Quixote. You might say

it I've developed my own black blot program. I

n’t like the merchandizing of sand dune countries
children. I've ranted about the get-rich-quick schemes
some of the “‘philatelic investment” counselors. I
sularly rave over the little ways in which we in philat-
r do things to injure our image with potential collec-
rs. For instance, the “little league parent” lives in
rior philately.

At the base seems to be an intense (maybe exagger-
:d) sense of justice. My columns are an opportunity
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to say what’s on my mind. Of course, not everything
gets printed. The editor’s blue pencil is ever present.
This reminds me of a wonderful quotation from state-
craft:

“The king can do anything he pleases so long as it
pleases the assassins.” Of course, I don’t wish to imply
that all Editors are assassins — especially with accom-
plished Editor Barbara Mueller sitting next to me —
but they are a force to be reckoned with.

II — Representative of the Lunatic Fringe. Some-
times I feel provocative. There are several reasons why
this may happen:

1. The mail slacks off and I begin to wonder if any-
one is reading my stuff.

I feel a snowjob is in progress and I want to
register my own minority report.

I have a (hopefully) good idea and I want to
pressure to have it accepted and developed. My
column a few weeks ago pressing for a National
Youth Stamp Collecting Day is just such an-
attempt.

III — Solomon The Wise And All-Knowing. By
virtue of being a published writer, I am presumed by
some of the public to have almost magical powers of
precognition, knowledge of all things past and present,
and an ability to memorize auction catalogs that
would impress the Wizard of Oz.

Sometimes I can deliver. More often it takes half an
hour of research — and sometimes correspondence with
minds greater than my own — before I can respond.
While on that subject, I'd like to acknowledge and
thank UPSS’ John Beachboard, who is a neighbor of
mine in suburban Virginia, for the great help he has

been on many occations.
* % %

2.

3.

Most questions I get fall into three broad categories:

1. What is it?

2. How much is it worth?

3. Won’t you buy it?

Only the last question is regularly easy to answer. It
is often presumed that philatelic writers are rich beyond
avarice. It isn’t so.

In summary, philatelic writing has cost me a great
deal of time, but brought me a great deal of satisfaction,
many friends, and the knowledge that I am doing some-
thing that is useful and entertaining to many people . . .
despite the occasional letter such as this one received

last week:
(Continued on page 4.)
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Reports on Past Literature Exhibitions (Continued from page 4.)

Other program winners by class were:

. Class “A” (Single-page programs)

-~

ﬁ

Vermeil — MILCOPEX 87, Milwaukee Phil. Soc.

Silver — STAMPOREE 87, SE FL Stamp Exhib. Inc.

Silver-Bronze — COLOPEX 87, editor Diana Man-
chester; SESCAL 86, Federated Phil. Clubs S.CA.

Bronze — PRINCEPEX 87, Eastern Prince William
Stamp Club; VAPEX 86, VA Phil. Federation.

Class “B” (Multi-page, single-sponsor programs)

Gold — FILATELIC FIESTA 86, editor Peggy Nash.

Vermeil — SEPEX-TOPEX 87, Columbia Phil. Soc.

Silver — SYRAPEX 87, editor Ronald Traino;
WILKPEX 87, Wilkinsburg Stamp Club.

Silver-Bronze — AUSPEX 87, publisher Jane King
Fohn; ORAPEX 86 and ORAPEX 87, RA Stamp
Club, Ottawa, Ontario.

Bronze — HUNTSPEX 87, editor Edward Kazmier-
czak; PANPEX 87, Bay County Stamp Club;
YORCOPEX 87, White Rose Phil. Soc.

Class “C” (Multi-page, state/national/co-sponsored)

Gold — COMPEX 87, Combined Phil. Exh. Chicago.
Vermeil — SEPAD 86; COMPEX 86.
Silver — COMPEX 85; ARIPEX 87, Ariz. Fed. Stamp
Clubs; WESTPEX 87, editor G. Eastman.
Silver-Bronze — PHIL. SHOW 87, editor P. Pierce.
Bronze — WISCOPEX 87, Fond Du Lac Stamp Club.
* * *

HAFNIA 87 U.S. Literature Winners:

Gold — Letters of Gold, Jesse L. Coburn.

Large Vermeil — The Private Ship Letter Stamps of the
World, Part 3, the Suez Canal Company, Leonard H.
Hartmann; The Postal History of the Forwarding
Agents, Leonard H. Hartmann; and (with special
prize) Opinions IV, Elizabeth C. Pope.

Vermeil — The Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal
Issues, Susan M. McDonald; Postal History Joumnal,
Ernst M. Cohn; American Air Mail Catalogue, Fifth
Edition, Vol. 5, American Air Mail Society; and
Menachim Max Mayo, for Cilicie — Occupation
Militaire Francaise.

Large Silver — American Air Mail Society, two entries,
the second with felicitations: USA Rocket Mail;
Glider Mail, an Aerophilatelic Handbook.

Silver — Annotated Bibliography of Cuban Philatelic
Literature, Ernesto Cuesta; British Caribbean Phila-
telic Study Group Journal, T. E. Giraldi; and
The Posthomn, Joe F. Frye, interim editor.
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Silver-Bronze — Passing Review: German Postal History
1945-1949, Herman L. Halle; Postal History of the
Polish Field Post Offices in the Holy Land — 194 0-
1947, Society of Israel Philatelists (and, second entry
same entrant), The Haifa and Jaffa Postmarks of the
Palestine Mandate; The Airpost Journal, Vol. 57, Nos.
1-12, American Air Mail Society; Arie Ben-David, for
World Philatelic Congress 20th Anniversary Journal;
The Israel Philatelist, Oscar Stadtler.

Bronze — Federal Duck Stamp Story — Fifty Years of
Excellence 1934 — Anniversary — 1984, Laurence F.
Johnson; Edward T. Superson, for Occupied Poland
1939-1945, Philatelic History; World Philatelic Con-
gress of Israel, Holy Land, and Judaica Societies,
Arie Ben-David; Huguette Gagnon, Menelik’s Jour-
nal; The Blotter, Stephen O’Conor.

Urgent Memo to Philatelic Writers — Concerning
the Aug. 28, 1988, Writers Breakfast, Detroit, M|

Detroit — What does that conjure up in your mind?
Renaissance. Right? Right!

The Writers Breakfast at the Detroit APS Annual
Convention (Aug. 25 - 28) will feature the Renaissance
of this cherished tradition in philately. We have some
major changes planned, but to accomplish them we
need your help.

- Our goal is to attract three hundred people to this
event. How? By making you the star attraction. Yes,
bunky, you! :

We will be developing publicity and promotion plans
in the entire philatelic community with the theme
“Have breakfast with your favorite writers and authors.”

“Imagine eating scrambled eggs with the author of
your favorite stamp column or publication (or throw-
ing the eggs at them.).”

“Be privy to the secret awards given and special
words used by philatelic writers.”

All you need do is send me a postal card saying:

“Steven, I plan to be at the Writers Breakfast on Sun-
day, August 28, 1988, in Detroit, and you can use
my name in the advance publicity.”
That’s all! For 14¢ you can help put philatelic writ-
ing back on the front burner. Please, pitch in and do it!
Send your postal card today to:

Steven J. Rod

P.O. Box 12
Boys Town, NE 68010.
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Browser’s Bookshelf (Continued from page 6.)

types, perf varieties, paper and tagging differences,
printing techniques, etc. U.S. specialists as well as
writers must be gratified to have access to these com-
prehensive compilations of information, some of
which has been difficult to assemble. Indeed, the
Yearbooks are more necessary to the specialist in
contemporary U.S. than the “Specialized” catalogs,
and they do include those numbers. Now we can look
forward to the 1987 edition.

* K %

Linn’s Philatelic Gems 3, by Donna O’Keefe, pub-
lished by Linn’s Stamp News, $7.95 softbound, from
previous address.

Playing to the increasing interest in what amounts
to the unattainable for most collectors, Donna O’Keefe,
senior editor of Linn’s Stamp News, has compiled a
168-page book filled with the stories behind 70 ““‘under-
rated rarities” which are less well known than those re-
counted in Gems 1 and Gems 2. Each sketch covers
about a page and a half of text. Gems 3 covers the far
ranging period from such storied stamps as the 1846
5¢ Brattleboro provisional to the more contemporaty
1974 Isle of Man 6-penny color error. Aside from just
good reading, this book offers instant reference to the
writer who deals with a wide variety of subjects.

* k *

Opinions IV, published by the Philatelic Foundation,
270 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016. Edited by
Elizabeth C. Pope. $32.50 hardbound, 7 x 10, 244
pages.

No need for excusing delays in reviewing this latest
entry in an on-going anthology of insight into the pro-
cedures and thought processes involved in philatelic
expertizing. This is the fourth in the series and con-
tains 33 articles by “big-name collectors and dealers”,
in the words of the press release. Nine deal with
“foreign” subjects, 23 with U.S., and one — the most
extensive — with paper conservation and restoration
techniques and detection by Frank Mandel. This is
certainly one of the most practical articles every to
appear in the “Opinions” series, and also one of the
most literate and readable. It alone can be worth the
price of the entire book.

The value of the book to the philatelic writer, apart
from his personal collecting activities, is the succinct
backgrounds given to each problem item discussed,
backgrounds which neatly summarize the known facts
and eliminate the necessity for poring over many,
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diverse references (Peter Robertson’s ““A Comedy of
Errors” dealing with the 24¢ Continental bank note
issue is a good case in point.)

Most curious is the addendum/erratum sheet inser-
ted loose into the book to correct two articles by
Jerome Wagshal. One refers to a footnote in his article
on certification of earliest known date of use and the
other to an incorrect diagram of a Z—1I grill in the study
on the recognition of two major types of the Z grill.
This reviewer has no way of knowing why the Foun-
dation was forced to resort to the always undesirable
practice of using loose, easily lost inserts, but aside
from this imperfection, the book is a credit to its pub-
lisher, editor, and authors.

* * ok

Scott 1988 Specialized Catalogue of United States
Stamps.

What can one say about this old reliable? Perhaps be-
cause we love it so much, we feel free to criticize it, to
hope that improvements can continue. Given the eco-
nomics involved, we know that no one in Sidney, Ohio
can wave a magic wand and give us new, clear illustra-
tions, but oh, that they could. Have you ever looked at
the illustrations of the stamps in the relatively recent
addition “Identifier of Definitive Issues”? Surely no
one will ever be attracted to philately by the clarity of
say, type A10 or A22 or A29! The economics also ne-
cessitate the advertising, but how infuriating and intru-
sive it can be, interrupting the natural flow of the list-
ings. And in the copy at hand, the page trim in certain
parts such as the officials and envelopes comes peril-
ously close to clipping off the used value column on the
recto pages. One striking anomaly is the listing for com-
memorative panels which still unexplicably stops at
1979, the Viet Nam Veterans issue. This listing occupies

- page 744 and directly opposite is a full page ad for such

7

panels through 1986 using the USPS numbers!

Of course, the publicity that accompanies the review
copy plays up price changes, which are not of primary
significance for philatelic communicators. Perhaps
some day soon the PR people can point with pride to
substantive physical and make-up changes and improve-
ments that will make the collector/student/writer happy.

* %k X%

Porte de Mar, by Karl H. Schimmer, published by
Mexico Elmhurst Philatelic Society, International as
special supplement to Mexicana, October 1987. $10.00
from MEPSI, 4337 E. 5th Ave., Tucson, AZ 85711.

(Continued on page 8.)
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Browser’s Bookshelf (Continued from page 8.)

In the August issue Gates himself contributed a
well illustrated survey of “those marvellous misperfs.”
¥ In the other issues, he, like so many other editors, dou-
bles as writer/columnist with similar surveys. Fortu-
nately, he is helped by the traditional club auction
which requires 12 or more pages, about half of each
issue. The quality of the illustrations has improved
dramatically and thus does much for the overall ap-

pearance of the journal.

The first page of The EFO Collector is a self-cover
and includes the masthead, president’s message, and
at the lower third, “Contents” enlivened by repeats
of illustrations from various features of the month.
The editorial, business notice, list of society officers,
etc., is on the back of this cover (page 2). The editorial
has a varying title — “The Editor’s Spacefiller”, “The
Editor’s Thanksgiving”, etc.

Most of the copy comes from a computer printer
but some was evidently offset printed directly from
a typed manuscript, full-page width one column, as in
A. S. Cibulskas’ study of plate number coil varieties
complete with tables. The alternate two-column lay-
out of technical articles is evident in Clyde Jennings’
“Cracked Plates and Fractured Skulls” in the October

'issue. These columns are 20 picas wide, ragged right
margin. Gates does not hesitate to show the varieties
in different sizes to the point of narrowing the gutter
between the columns to accomodate an enlargement.
One wonders how many readers notice these niceties.

* %k X

Philatelic Quarterly, published by Lundy Collectors

Club, edited by Roger Cichorz. $9.00 annually, from

Duane Larson, 2021 Ridge Rd., Homewood, IL 60430.

5% x 8%; 20 pages average.

Some of us might doubt that there is enough to the
philately of Lundy Island and its local “stamps” to
warrant the existence of a specialty society and jour-
nal, but judging from the contents of the latter, there
is. The collectability of this material is another mat-
ter which does not concern us here.

At hand are four issues of the Philatelic Quarterly,
a rather vague name which is evidently proving trou-
blesome for its producers in literature competition.
Each issue is offset printed from very much reduced
typed manuscripts, ragged right margins, single col-
umn. Two of the more regular features which contain

'the meat of the editorial matter are “Question and
Answers” and “Lundy at Auction.” Both are handled
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by editor Cichorz, who does much of the other writing,
as do so many hard-pressed editors. The auction report
is more than a mere tabulation of auctioneers’ descrip-
tions and prices realized. Instead, the various offerings
are analyzed and put in the proper perspective so that
they form a source of reference on the finer items in
the field.

Roger Allen contributes “notes” on Lundy postal
history. Other articles are reprints from various British
publications. It is true that some critics frown on re-
prints and downgrade a publication for that reason.
But such reprints from overseas publications or those
in unrelated fields are a distinct service to club mem-
bers. An alert editor who scans the wider world of lit-
erature for such applicable reprints should be congratu-
lated, not censored.

The Lundy folks also do a good job on reporting
club activities; the issues reviewed spanned the AMERI-
PEX period and covered the big show in detail. Yes, in
spite of these pluses, there is room for improvement
in such technical matters as layout, but they should
improve with time. B.R.M.

Douglas Henkle Wins AFDCS Writing Prize

The American First Day Cover Society has presented
its Philip H. Ward, Jr., Memorial Award for excellence
in writing on first day covers during 1986 to Douglas
H. Henkle of Oshkosh, WI. His article, which appeared
in First Days, was “US Virgin Islands: Part 2 — Scott
799-802 Laird Cachet Varieties.” Criteria for the Ward
Award include scholarship, readability, and impact on
philately.

Linn’s “Guidelines for Writers’' Available

Four years ago Michael Laurence, editor of Linn’s
Stamp News, wrote down a list of do’s and don’ts for
would-be writers interested in contributing to the pages
of his publication. These have been reprinted at times
in the old NB of WU 30. Now, however, his seven-page
set of instructions, typed and photocopied, has been
printed in the form of an eight-page booklet. It is avail-
able for an addressed business-size envelope bearing
22¢ postage from Linn’s, Box 29, Sidney, OH 45365.

“Fred” Folvary — not “Fold”. Fourth quarter 1987 PC, page
72, retiring editor for Topical Time is “Fred”, not “Fold”
Foldvary. Sorry, Fred.
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Marketing Philatelic Literature . . . (Continued from page 10.)

Mike Laurence’s Analysis

In this connection, we might mention the usual un-
“inspiring circulation figures for the commercial stamp
publications, revealed in the October 1987 post office
reports. Thanks to Mike Laurence for the following
chart of average annual paid circulation for the week-
lies over a seven-year period:

WEEKLY PHILATELIC PRESS
Average annual paid circulation

Linn’s 80,929 83,702 81,476 84,746 77,181 75,195 74,289
Stamp Collector 28,784 24,493 21,169 19,342 21,340 22,656 21,940

Stamps 21,607 19,417 17,605 16,729 14,608 11,372 13,971
MeKeel's 6,907 5,931 5,283 4,507 4,239 3976 3,737
Years: 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Source: Ownership statements; annual averages for year prior to October
filing date.

Mike’s analysis of the figures makes for interesting
reading:

“The good news is that overall circulation for the
four stamp weeklies increased a bit during 1987. This
has to be regarded as an encouraging development,
since the overall number has been declining since 1981.

“However, examination of the figures gives less cause
for celebration. All of the category growth is attribut-
able to an increase at Stamps magazine, which under
new ownership has experimented aggressively with vari-
ous circulation-boosting devices, including cut-rate sub-
scriptions, free subscriptions, and participation in mass
mailings involving direct marketers such as Publishers
Clearing House.

“The conventional wisdom in stamp publishing —
which I’ve come to endorse after five years at the
helm of Linn’s — is that gimmick circulation-builders
don’t work . . . Nonetheless, we don’t want to diminish
Stamps’ accomplishment, which is substantial. The pub-
lication’s average annual circulation went from 11,372
in 1986 to 13,971 in 1987 — which represents a very
impressive increase of 22.8 percent.”

B.R.M.

Short and Simple — one word can substitute for
a wordy phrase.

Instead of Try

At the present time ......... now

Prior to the startof . . . . . . before

In the near future . ......... soon

On a few occasions . . . . . . occasionally
According to our records . we find

As a matterof fact ... ... in fact

Be in a positionto ......... can
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The Last Roundup
of Comments on 1987 Literature Competitions,
Their Conduct, and the New FIP Guidelines

(Editor’s Note: As promised in the last issue, here isa com-
pilation of comments, criticisms, and complaints about various
philatelic literature competitions in 1987. With this round-up,
we close the books on this particular period. I can see no bene-
fit from continuing the discussions. After all, the WU does not
set the rules for competitions; neither does it sponsor any. Keep
that in mind!)

I.  Judge’s Critiques

Expressions of dissatisfaction with the written
judges’ critiques are numerous. Many centered on
STaMpsHOW 87, which sent out “illegible scrawls on
lined composition paper” from the jury. For example,
the critique for the Philatelic Quarterly of the Lundy
Collectors Club read: “Type size too small; name of
journal Lundy Collectors Club Philatelic Quarterly yet
title page does not state ‘Lundy Collectors Club.’ ”
This entry received a silver-bronze.

Editor Roger Cichorz did not quarrel with the award
level, but wrote: “What any editor should expect,
though, is a decent, constructive critique, and being
awate of the recent criticisms expressed in the philatelic
press against past STaMpsHOW juries for the literature
competition, I thought the 87 judges would ‘try harder’!
Evidently not, though, judged from the nature of the
critique I received, a veritable waste of my 22¢ stamp
and envelope.”

Cichorz later had a response from Richard Drews,
one of the judges, who wrote: “I’m sorry the ‘critique’
was so unhelpful to you. Let me try to recall some of
our deliberations. It was noted that Lundy, no matter
how charming, is of very limited philatelic significance.
Secondly, the content of the Quarterly is weighted
heavily towards member info, stories abour Lundy his-
tory and goings on and auction results. The philatelic
content has become secondary since there isn’t that
much to write about. Given these restrictions, improv-
ing the production values is one of the areas that can
be addressed.

“I find the publication very easy to enjoy but hard
to read. I bought all the.back issues and read them over
a week. What eyestrain! I realize the budget constraints
and the desire to cram everything in. All I can say is
‘keep up the good work.” Some very serious efforts to
cover much more ‘respectable’ areas of philately have
not gotten better than a silver-bronze. I find it hard to
see how the Quarterly could get to be better than a

(Continued on page 12.)
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The Last Roundup . . . (Continued from page 12.)

American Philatelist, ‘Because not a series of four
articles (as stated in APS regulations)’ (sic), and ‘not
‘a special study so Jury did not switch categories.’

This is an apparent reference to a sentence in Rule
5 which reads, ‘Two copies of four different articles,
which may be photocopies or originals, should be
provided for all entries in category (E) (Articles).’

“The substantial point here is not the legalism that
rule E.1. clearly invites single articles, and that the
purpose of rule 5’s ambiguous wording is to set a max-
imum number to be submitted by authors of series, but
rather the judges’ preposterous assumption that there
is no category at all under which fine introductory ar-
ticles published in fewer than four segments could be
considered.”

Ken complained directly to APS and received the
following apology from Executive Director Keith Wag-
ner:

“I think you have a legitimate complaint on the
judges’ roughshod treatment of your AP article, ‘“Col-
lecting U.S. is Fun again” I am enclosing a check for
$15 to refund your entry fee.”

With that we close the book on 1987!

B.R.M.

>

The National Writers Union

Stragglers leaving the WU breakfast at Boston in
August 1987 found a stack of tabloid newspapers and
advertising from the National Writers Union at the door.
It seems that WU member Ken Lawrence, who is a
booster of the NWU, notified the Boston group that
the philatelic journalists would be meeting there, giv-
ing them an opportunity to present their organization
to us.

I read the literature while waiting for my plane at Lo-
gan airport and was suitably impressed, since I came
with a previous bias against the NWU as a sort of left-
wing, counter culture organization. And like many
union papers, the American Writer does come com-
plete with a list of boycotts against Coors beer and Cal-
ifornia table grapes. But aside from this to-be-expected
orientation, it contained useful information for small-
time writers (which most of us are) battling the press
moguls for better treatment and more money.

According to the membership brochure, NWU has

~ 72,000 book authors, journalists, poets, fiction and

technical writers whose goal is to improve working

The Philatelic Communicator, APS Writers Unit 30, First Quarter, 1988. 13

conditions and to shift the balance of power between
writers and the publishing industry. “We’re different
from other writers’ organizations,” they say, ‘“because
we focus on making concrete changes in pay, policy,
and treatment of writers. As writers, we face real prob-
lems, from unfair editorial practices, to work-for-hire
contracts, to pay and royalties that amount to too little
and come too late. We are doing something to change
the situation.

“Our goal is for publishers to meet our book, small
press, technical writer, and model magazine standards.
We want authors indemnified by publishers against
libel and other suits. We want comprehensible, detailed
and prompt royalty statements. We want publishers to
promote and distribute the books they take on. We
want journalists to be paid on acceptance, and at a
higher rate than most now write for.”

Membership dues are on a sliding scale based on an-
nual writing income and area of the country in which
you are located. For example, an under $5,000 income
person in the Los Angeles area pays $52.50; in San
Francisco, $51.00; in the Boston-New York City-Wash-
ington, DC area, $50.00; in Chicago, $45.00; and at
large, $35.00 (including me in Wisconsin where every-
thing is at large!).

For further information write National Writers Union,
13 Astor Place, Seventh Floor, New York, NY 10003.

B.R.M.

Add to Sources of PR on Foreign Stamps

Finland has joined the stable of foreign nations that
contract with Unicover World Trade Corp. to act as its
official stamp agency in North America and to distribute
new issue information. The address is: Cheyenne, WY
82008—-0001; contact person is James A. Willms, tele-
phone (307) 634—5911.

A Short Guide to Diacritical Marks

Michael Gartner in his syndicated WORDS column
gives a simple guide to diacritical marks used in non-
English words. These jndicate that the letter above or
below has a special phonetic value.

Acute accent — a little line running from lower left
to upper right showing a vowel to be pronounced with
extra length (blas — e).

Tilde — wavy line over a “n” indicating pronounci-
ation as “‘ny” (seen-yor for senor).

(Continued on page 15.)
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Secretary-Treasurer . . . (Continued from page 14.)

WU 30 Affiliation with APS Continues

Several members have confused the action taken by
‘the WU 30 Council in 1986 (removing requirement of
APS membership to join/maintain membership in WU
30), believing that we have broken our ties with the
American Philatelic Society. Nothing is further from
the truth.

The APS Writers Unit 30 was born as an affiliate of ‘

the American Philatelic Society, and remains today as
one of the most active affiliates of APS. The Writers
Unit 30 Council only changed the Bylaws so that mem-
bership in APS was not a requirement for membership
in WU 30. We continue to encourage all WU 30 mem-
bers to join APS and retain that membership, however.

Back issues of The Philatelic Communicator

Back issues of The Philatelic Communicator (former-
ly known as the News Bulletin) for 1984, 1985, 1986,
and 1987 are still available at $2.50 per issue postpaid
or $10.00 per year. If interested in obtaining any or
all these, send your check, payable “APS Writers Unit
30” to me at address below.

Help Us Keep Your Mailing Address Current

ﬁ As soon as known, address changes — with effective
date — should be sent to me. This saves Unit funds and
makes sure you will not miss an issue of this journal.
George Griffenhagen, Sec.-Treas., WU 30
2501 Drexel Street
Vienna, VA 22180.

A Short Guide. . . . (Continued from page 13.)

Cedilla — a little tail below a “c”, indicating it is
pronounced like the “c” in facade;

Macron — a straight line over a vowel to indicate it
should be pronounced long (as over “i”” in “mike”’);

Breve — a saucer-shaped mark over a vowel to indi-
cate a short sound (as over “i” in “Mickey”.

More Hints from Jane King Fohn, Editor, The Texas Philatelist:

Add to my article in PC 76, pp. 35-37, the following very useful
reference works:

Gray, Bill.  Tips on Calligraphy. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold
Company, 1986.

Gray, Bill.  Lettering Tips for Artists, Graphic Designers, and
Calligraphers. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co.

Gray, Bill.  Tips on Type. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co.,

1983.

1 [ ]
: ON'T MISS ANNOUNCEMENT PAGE ONE THIS ISSUE ON
WRITERS BREAKFAST NEVPEX ’88 APRIL 10, 1988 !
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COLOPEX ’88 Philatelic Literature Prospectus / Rules
[DEADLINE for receipt of ENTRY FORM March 1, 1988.]

1. Philatelic literature includes all printed communications avail-
able to collectors related to postage stamps, postal stationery,
postal history, and their collecting, and to any connected, spe-
cialized field. Entries must be submitted in English to be consid-
ered in this philatelic literature exhibition.

2. Entries will be divided into three categories:

A. Handbooks and Special Studies: Separate, self-contained
intensive treatments of any aspects of a philatelic subject
involving research beyond a standard generalized catalog.
This category also includes in-depth treatments of limited
aspects of larger philatelic areas, including bibliographies.

B. Philatelic Periodicals: Philatelic society journals, year
books, newsletters, and similar publications of a philatelic
group.

C. Columns and Articles:

1. Regular column, philatelic press: A regularly published
column dealing with any philatelic subject matter which
appeared in a philatelic periodical. Select three to six
columns for submission.

2. Regular column, public press: A regularly published
column of philatelic nature that appears in a weekly or
daily newspaper or magazine circulated to the general
public. Select three to six columns for submission.

3. Single article, popular subject: Any article or series of
articles dealing with any aspect of the hobby that is
not the result of original scholarly research.

[ NOTE: Commercially-prepared catalogs, magazines, newspa-
pers, bulletins, and price lists are respectfully excluded from
this exhibition.]

3. The individual submitting the entry must be the author, edi-
tor, or publisher of the work submitted. The date of publication
must be not more than two years prior to the exhibition. With
respect to entries in Section A, revised editions will be consid-
ered only if the revision is sufficiently substantial compared

to the previous edition to justify such a designation in the opin-
ion of the Committee. In the case of multi-volume works, the
date of each volume shall determine the date of publication.
With respect to entries in Section B, the entry shall be the com-
plete number of issues for the most recent complete volume of
the publication.

4. The entry fee is $10.00 per entry, and the entry fee shall ac-
company each entry form. |f more than one item is being en-
tered, each item must be entered with a separate entry form.
Checks are to be made payable to The Columbus Philatelic Club,
Incorporated.

The closing date for receipt of an entry form for this litera-
ture exhibition is MARCH 1, 1988. Entry forms and fees should
be sent to; Dr. Jason H. Manchester, COLOPEX 87 Literature,
Box 3128, Columbus, Ol 10. .

5. An entry should be considered as accepted unless the entrant

is otherwise notified. Notice of rejection of an entry will be
mailed within two weeks of receipt of the entry form by the Com-
mittee and shall be accompanied by the return of the entry fee.
Entries accepted but which fail to arrive for the exhibition will
forfeit the entry fee.

(Continued on page 16.)
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